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WHY A NEWSLETTER?
While LGBT Books to Prisoners has been sending books and other
educational materials to LGBTQ-identified prisoners for over seven years
(read about our history on p. 4), much has happened since we moved to
Rainbow Bookstore Cooperative last summer. We want to keep you up
to date on the organization’s accomplishments, for which we owe a great
deal to you, our supporters! To that end, this newsletter introduces some
of the prisoners who have received books from us over the last year,
reviews some of this year’s highlights, and looks ahead to all that we have
in store!
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WHERE DO ALL THE PACKAGES GO?
From January 1, 2014 to June 1, 2014, we sent 512 packages to prisoners
in 198 prisons and 39 states. Each package usually contains 3-5 books
selected to match the prisoner’s request as closely as possible (read
excerpts from prisoners’ letters on pp. 2-3, which explain why prisoners request certain books and what it means
to receive them). The map below shows where our books have ended up!

Rainbow Bookstore Cooperative  426 W. Gilman Street Madison, WI 53703
lgbtbookstoprisoners.org  lgbtbookstoprisoners@gmail.com

LETTERS FROM PRISONERS
Each month, we receive hundreds of letters from prisoners in need of books, dictionaries, and other resources.
Many describe the harsh conditions they face in prison and express gratitude for the support that LGBT Books to
Prisoners provides. The next two pages contain excerpts from these letters to show the impact of our work.

Letter from a prisoner in California.

Letter from a prisoner in Minnesota. Dictionaries are one of our most requested items.

Letter from a prisoner in Pennsylvania.
WANT TO READ MORE LETTERS?

HELP US MEET THESE REQUESTS!

Check us out on Facebook and Twitter!

Donate to LGBT Books to Prisoners!
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Letter from a prisoner in Florida.

Letter from a prisoner in Indiana.

Letter from a prisoner in Washington.

Letter from a prisoner in Oklahoma.
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HOW LGBT BOOKS TO PRISONERS BEGAN
In 2006, a group of Wisconsin residents concerned
about conditions in the state’s prisons formed
Wisconsin Books to Prisoners (WI BtP), a
project run out of Rainbow Bookstore
Cooperative. Shortly thereafter, Dennis Bergren
began to volunteer with the project and asked
whether the group would be interested in sending
LGBTQ books to those who requested them.
Dennis knew that he could receive some book
donations from OutReach LGBT Community
Center in Madison, where he sat on the Library
Committee. Wisconsin Books to Prisoners was very
excited and soon added LGBTQ literature to their
brochures. By the end of 2007, Wisconsin Books to
Prisoners had responded to over 40 LGBTQ requests.

Dennis Bergren at his home filling requests from
LGBTQ-identified prisoners

Dennis soon took over all LGBT requests, recruited OutReach as his fiscal sponsor, and turned his home into the
operations center for Books to Prisoners. According to Dennis, he worked “close to seven or eight days a week” on
the project and filled over 2,500 prisoner requests (many multiple times) before stepping down from the project in
2013. Dennis has received many accolades for his tireless devotion to LGBT prisoners across the nation: he was
named OutReach’s 2011 Man of the Year, was awarded a special certificate from the Wisconsin Network for Peace
and Justice in 2011, and earned Community Shares of Wisconsin’s 2012 Linda Sundberg Civil Rights Defender
Award. Prisoners continue to write to Dennis thanking him for his many letters and books over the years.
When Dennis was no longer able to continue the project, Irene Toro Martínez and Melissa Charenko, two graduate
students, agreed to undertake the daunting task of keeping LGBT Books to Prisoners alive. Having read many of
the letters while volunteering with LGBT Books to Prisoners, they knew how important it was to LGBTQidentified prisoners to have outside support and receive materials relevant to them. Irene and Melissa enlisted the
help of Rainbow Bookstore Cooperative, which offered them a rent-free space to serve as a library and
operations center, and began sending books. With OutReach’s continued support, the database and materials put
in place by Dennis, many dedicated volunteers, and a number of new donors, the project gained momentum.
Karma Chávez and Natalie Deibel soon joined the Organizing Collective, and we haven’t looked back since. We
have sent over 3,000 prisoners at least one package of books over the past seven years. Often, each person has
received many, many more packages!

Dennis: OutReach’s Man of the Year  Irene: New Logo, New T-shirts!  Melissa: first packages from Rainbow
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A BIG THANK YOU!!
LGBT Books to Prisoners
would like to thank our intern,
SAMANTHA SCHOLER

As a senior in the psychology
department at UW-Madison
interested in LGBTQ issues,
Sam came to LGBT Books to
Prisoners with lots of
enthusiasm. She helped us
process the backlog of letters,
did research on trans issues, and
so much more. We’re not sure
where Sam will be following
graduation, but we would love to
see her at LGBT Books to
Prisoners again soon! Good luck,
Sam, and thanks for all your hard
work!

LGBT Books to Prisoners has received many generous donations over the
past few months, including: an entire truckload of books from the
Gerber/Hart Library and Archives; brand-new LGBTQ books from the
Lambda Literary Foundation; and copies of Julia Serano’s Whipping Girl
sent to us by the author herself. Numerous community members have also
donated books.

A truckload of books from Gerber/Hart
Library and Archives in Chicago

Brand new books from Lambda

Boxes of new LGBT Books
from Lambda

Books galore at Gerber/Hart!

MANY THANKS TO OUR
INVALUABLE VOLUNTEERS!
Every week, footfalls can be heard on the
basement stairs of Rainbow Bookstore
Cooperative. It’s our volunteers arriving!
They spend their weekday evenings and
Saturday mornings in the basement,
diligently matching prisoner requests
with books we have on hand. They have
braved Wisconsin’s bitter cold and stayed
late many a night. We can’t thank them
enough for all that they do! Come
volunteer with us and meet everyone in
the basement!
Check out all the packages our volunteers put together in just two hours!
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A NEW PARTNERSHIP
In 2014, LGBT Books to Prisoners joined forces with the radical queer collective Against Equality (AE), which
has sent three self-published books free to prisoners since 2009. Its most recent book, Against Equality: Queer
Revolution, Not Mere Inclusion, was published in April by AK Press. To continue sending its work, AE needed
a partner that qualified as a prison distributor. Luckily, AE Collective member Karma Chávez lives in Madison and
approached LGBT Books to Prisoners for help. She has since become an invaluable part of our Organizing
Collective, and LGBT Books to Prisoners now sends AE's books to prisoners who request them (over 100 and
counting).
WHAT’S NEXT?
-

LGBT Books to Prisoners will continue responding to prisoners’ requests from the basement of Rainbow
Bookstore Cooperative in Madison throughout the summer. Check out our calendar and come join us.
We will be tabling at the Dane County Farmers’ Market the first Saturday of every month.
LGBT Books to Prisoners will be at FruitFest, Madison’s Gay Summer Music Festival, on June 14th.
On July 26th, LGBT Books to Prisoners will be at Disability Pride, raising awareness for our work.
We will also be at Wisconsin Capitol Pride on August 10th. Come say hello!
We constantly add other events to our agenda. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and sign up for
our emails to stay informed.
THANK YOU, 2014 DONORS!

THANK YOU, 2014 DONORS!

For their financial donations, LGBT Books
to Prisoners would like to thank:

For donations from our Amazon Wishlists,
we would like to thank:

Alison B.
Anna Z.
Ariana H.*
Arlene B.
Brian H.
Britt T.
Brooke R.
Dani B.*
Echo F.
Evelyn T.
Gonzalo + Alexandra G.
Herta P.
Irene T.M.*
Jara C.
Joanne T.*
Julia B.*
John B.
Katie O.
Kimberly M.
Lisa C.
Margarita B.*
Maria S.
Michelle K.
Mickele H.
Naama N.

Nathan B.
Naomi S.
Noel M.
Oliver B.
Santosh C.
Sophia W.
Spring
Thea G
Thomas S. +
Marina M.-S.

* Indicates a monthly donor

Christopher F.
Emily
Kathleen O.
Lisa C.
Michael G.
As well as many book donors, including one
from as far away as Finland!

LGBT Books to Prisoners is a donationfunded, volunteer-run organization based in
Madison, WI. We send books and other
educational materials, free of charge, to
LGBTQ-identified prisoners across the
United States.
We receive support from:

And many volunteers and individual donors!

